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Fantastic!

of the SCHLESINGER  LIBRARY COLLECTIONS

From bottom left: Philip M. Cronin ’53, J.D. ’56,  

Mrs. Paula Budlong Cronin ’56, and Harvard Magazine

editor Jonathan S. Shaw ’89;  group in the reading room; 

Mrs. Constance Snyder Agarwal ’65 and Dr. Dwarika 

Agarwal; Patricia Maroni, Joseph H. Blatt ’70, E.d.M ’77, 

and Nancy F. Cott, director of the library and Trumbull 

professor of American history viewing the collection. 
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Not content merely to stop
light, as she did in 2001,
Lene Hau has converted
light into matter, and matter
back to light again.
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From the top: Laser light coming in from 
the right (frames one and two) illuminates
two “pools” of supercooled sodium atoms.
Then a quick pulse of laser light coming 
in from the left (frame three) enters the first
pool (frame four), forming a crescent-
shaped matter wave, which traverses the free
space between the pools (frame five). 
Once the wave has entered the second pool
(frame six), a second laser light “revives” 
the matter pulse, turning it back into light
(frame seven) that speeds away (frame 8) 
at 186,000 miles per second.
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I
n their early years,

Learning

The American 
University in a Postsecular
Age.

N O T  S O  S E C U L A R

Faculty Faith

I l l u s t r a t i o n  b y  D i a n e  F e n s t e r


