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THE NEW CANON

Studying the Classics at the Paul Green School of Rock

t was a3 if, for one night only, the North

Star had been comverted info & junioc high

school muditorium. At the back of the
Firmount club the bar served up lemon-lime
soda pop to thirteen year-old girls who gos-
siped energetically about who Iiked Bobby
while pasents fired up their camcorders to cap-
ture the opening notes of the March recital.

The guitarist C.J. Tywoniak was still recov-
ering from leg surgery and hobbled to the stage
oo crutches. Tywoniak wes about to perform
works from Frank Zappa's Hot Rats, Sheik
Yerbouti, and One Stze Fits All, albums noted
for combining several musical genres into com-
plex song structures that can intimidate even
old Tywonizk would not be denied His tiny
fingers stresched in emuladon of Zappas own
reach 28 he nailed down the lead with mature
authority.

Beside the stage, just outside the spodight’s
halo, sood 1 short, stout figure, whipping the
band up into & cacophonous frenzy. At the end
of the song, the impresario phucked young
Tywonisk off the stage and readied the amps
and microphones for the next number. This
was Paul Green, the founder, director, conduc-
tos, roadic and front-row cheerleader for the
Panl Green School of Rock.

Green is 2 boyish and slightly disheveled
flashing with manic energy, like they've got
something they just have o tell you. He wears
__magged jeans with faded mosochsdme t-shirts
and sncakers, It is the uniform of the diehard
rock apostle, 80 devoted to its tenets that he has
followed them into an extended adolescence.

The schoal traces its origins back to 1998,
lessans in his living room, began to hold infor-
mal stodent jam sessions. That fll, a small
group of Green disciples was invited to per-
form at & fimst Friday art opening beid at the
nowdefunct Griffin Café in Old City. A
packed house watched in amezement. The
his smdent shows and through word-of-
mouth, Green took on more students. He quit
his job cutting fish for seven dollars an bour at
Reading Terminal Market He married Lisa
Soden, the lead singer for the band Sweet
Pussy. They had a son, Walden. The school has
also bomne fruit. Green now teaches rock and
roll to 130 students out of two foors of an
office building in Chinatown.

The Paul Green School of Rock is not just
1 school in the sense that it takes students and
holds classes, it is also & school of thought,
much like the Frankfurt School of social theo-
ty and the Chicago School of economics: Long
after his students graduate and scatter across
the earth, Green hopes they will continue
spread his particular doctrine of rock, compl
with its own strict methodology and hallowed
canon of grears. The School disdains the
m:hndnﬂymd'wﬁ‘mufwcmckmdmﬂ

“T'm not an sesthetic relativist,” said Green,
who holds a Bachelor of Ars in Philosoph
ﬁumﬁzUmyumeﬁum:.'Ibdm
there is such a thing s good art and bad art,
and that the tained mind can tell the differ-
ence. Rock music now sucks. 1f Radiohead was
around in ‘72, they would be like the forty-6ith
best band out there ... Il take Grand Funk
Railroad over them.”

1f Green wese teaching philosophy, Frank
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Zappa would probably hold the piace of
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G.W.F. Hegel or Ludwig Wittgenstein on the
give to doctoral ninjas who have the training
and putience to handle it Noviee studenos
begin with the basics of 1980s rock, from the

. early Beastie Boys carol “Fight For Your Right

to Party” mlhenmpunhymn W:Kr:dxc
Word." The i of
Black Sabbath, Led 7.eppdm the Whe,
Qeen, Exic Clapton, and Santana. Evencually,
Green's best students are permitted w tackle
Zappa. It is at shows featuring these advanced
students that school's goel is most apparent —
mwwth:mdmmhdﬁﬂicdtmmld
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tag gang of amateurs and leave totally blown
sway by some of the most proficient rock
musicians they have ever encountered live.

*The thing thar works best with the kids is
the T can’t believe the kids are plaving that
stufl” material,” says Green. While any main-
stream classic rock disk jockey would find the
school's theary of what counts as rock and roll
to be parochisl, Green says he tries to keep an
open mind.

“1f we played only what I liked, we'd just do
four Jethro Tull shows every week,” jokes
Green, who is training 2 flutist for just such an
event. Jimi Hendrix and David Bowie also
make the cut, but the school dismisses the leg-
endary starus of other so-called “grears.”

*Stevie Ray Vaughan was a bitch,” Green
said in earnest, before venturing an even bold-
er hypothesis: "The Beatles suck.”

I‘! |.. m t 3 Jr —
ments lile these are part of what makes Green
that rare cool teacher; the one who has 1 pas-
sion for something more dear to his students
than mathematics or history; the one whose
willingness to dismiss all ourside authority res-
onates in the hearts of his teenage flock, who
take him as their own model for how to be 2

When the kids begin to sweam into the
school at 2:30 one afternoon, Green shifts into

his h.lghut gear. He is giving an inrerview,

g the phone, advising a hopeful rock
school founder from St. I..mns, gendy jibing
the stud nd d ing modem music all

at the same dme. Green's maniacal laugh and
wiry brown hair, now on end, both seem to
grow in volume 2s the kads pour into the
school. He is a show all in himself, feeding off
the attention of the students who have finally

b , like them, Green hes kept his com~
promises to an absol i M
Entering 1320 Race Street, the reception-
ist for the first floor Local 8 Smgehand Unicn
office directs visitors to 4 jittery elevator ride
up to the Paul Green School of Rock, which
oceupies the second and third foors. Green's
desk sits at the edge of an open array of couch-

s mrmended by walls adoraed with the faces -

of Hendrix, Page, Bowie and Young. Whatever
space is left is covered by posters for the s~
dents’ shows and pictures of them performing,
A gaggle of children sit eround in this lving
room and roam sbout, wrestling and joshing
each other like cousins who've always lived in
the same town The halls are strewn with
floor has 2 Thom Lessner mural on the wall
assembled in 4 pantheon as unlikely and ston-
ning 29 the statues lining the walls of St. Peters
Basilica.

As Green shows his charges how to play

the right chords and strike the right poses, his ~

entire enterprise also provides the students
with an apprenticeship in another kind of per-
bnmmmhtwﬂlm:pyhmu'
their remaining hourr— commece.
Afrer three decades of iconoclasm, Green has
learned that a career of unsubsidized, full-time

of living. “1 believe you get rocking, you get =
hnpmmd:hnﬁ.mm-mckwd
rolL® But most of the time, Green appears
more than satisfied with where the school is
right now. When 2 smdent presented Green
with 4 tuition payment in cash, Green, who
bad been halfheartedly pressing kids for their
payments all afternoon, was shocked. “Whoa,
you acmally have it?" he asled, and proceeded
o dence around while folding the bills into his

In lieu of a franchise, Green's working plan
third floor, at & cost of $8,000, to include a par-
bae. “The kids are always running someplace
d&mgﬂm:b.lnﬂlynﬂmhnnhue?'
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tuition at the Paul Green School of Rock is 2
eat buffet of rock and roll leaming. They can
take lessons from Green's staff of fifteen
instructors, use the spuce to practice, learn how
o repair their instruments, and come in a8
often as they want, The kids that can afford it
pay & flat fee of ooe bundred dollars per month,
which helps fiind  scholarship program for the
kids that can't Forty percent of the school’s
students get full or partial scholarships, which
add up o sbout $20,000 annually. The stu-
dents range in age from six to nineteen. “It’s
lilee Menndo,” Green said. "When the kids get

past-highachool; they're-oot.* — - — ~ —

Green teaches rock and roll like it was
boarding school Latin. In other words, be is a
in worshipping the material. He is one of the
first to train the current generation just how
seriously they ought to take the entertxinments
of their parents.

When asked just how he goes about teach-
ing, Green mmed to the crowd of students
gathered around him,

"You suck—practice. You suck—p {
You suck—PRACTICE!" he shouted, point-
ing his finger at threc random kids. They
stared at their shoes and laughed.

"That's how 1 teach.”

This is where Green feels modern rock has

gone wrong—too much time spent cultivating
mudmhyhmpqh,mdm
enough hard work atvending to rechnique.

Jimi Hendrix didn't just appear out of

body's garage. He played with the Irley

rebellion can't last unless it negotiates o shaky
truce with the free-market system. Green has
managed to do this, to find his own sweet spot
on the slippery middle ground between burn-
ing out and selling out. He has succeeded the
hard way, building & small business that allows
him to get paid while retaining total control

Brothers, Lirde Richard, the Army band. He
leamed how to play. Take Mitch Mitchell. He
was 4 good drummer, but not ooe of the greats.
But that guy can play the hell out of the snare
drum, because someone sat him down at a
mare drum and made him do rudiments.”
Green would like pothing more than to be

over his project. That project is thing that
rranscends fixing leaky pipes or serving up a
good hot meal. Green mukes a living providing
what may uguabiyhemufmmd
services in any
of cultural knowledge, lndhq)mgmknf
kids after they're let out of school.

*1 actually make a lot of money,” Green
said, “T make enough money to support & fam-
iv.” With all of the positive media artention
Green has received from the likes of Spin and
the Associated Press, he has even toyed with
the notion of franchising the idea, "a Rock
School in every strip mall, like Tae Bo,” but
this would be improbable, “unless I can clone
myself.” Green has no qualms with making
money from rock and roll and says he would

k further imp to his standard

bered m the spocryphal figure who

1 in the f ive years of s
mckmdmlllqnda.ﬁmmgthnupukofl
young talent into & mighty blaze with the bel-
lows of his teachings, With his help, pechaps
today’s CJ. Tywoniaks might blossom inro
tomocrow's Frank Zappas.

“If you feel that a certain thing is good,
then I feel 2 moral responsibility to plant the
seeds of that good,” says Geeen. "To teach kids
that they are not limited. If you are unafraid
and diligent, it's amazing what you can do.” =

Daniel Marrell is currently studying josernal-
ism at Temple Unicersity. e enjoys the poetry of
Paul Welfowitz and it a part of the ignorant
“bewildered berd.” Fie can be reached via email at
dmorrell@semple.eds. This is bis firet contribution
o THE INDEPENDENT.




